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Hindu fundamentalists who were attacking her
tenant, a Catholic priest. The Hindu national-
ists who carried out this attack are allies of the
ruling BJP. It also refers to several other inci-
dents, including the recent savage beating of
some Christian missionaries, one so severely
that he might lose his arms and legs.

The letter also made reference to a letter
send by 21 members of this House in which
we asked the President to declare India a ter-
rorist state because of its reign of terror
against Christians which has been going in full
force since Christmas 1998, as well as its op-
pression of Sikhs, Muslims, and other minori-
ties. Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, it is not safe
to be a minority in India.

India should be declared a terrorist state, its
aid should be stopped, and the Sikhs of
Khalistan, the Muslims of Kashmir, the Chris-
tians of Nagaland, and the other minorities of
the subcontinent should enjoy self-determina-
tion. It is the responsibility of the Congress to
speak out in support of these things.

I submit Dr. Aulakh’s letter to the Wash-
ington Times for the RECORD.

[From the Washington Times, June 28, 2000]
OPPRESSION OF CHRISTIANS CONTINUES IN

INDIA

(By Gurmit Singh Aulakh)
We commend the Hindu woman who poured

boiling oil on militant Hindu fundamental-
ists who were attacking her tenant, a Catho-
lic priest (‘‘Hindu woman protects Christian
priest,’’ World, June 25). This is an act of re-
ligious tolerance, which is very rare in India
these days.

Last week, a bipartisan group of 21 mem-
bers of the U.S. Congress wrote to President
Clinton asking him to declare India a ter-
rorist state because of its oppression of
Christians and religious minorities. They
took note of the pattern of violence against
Christians that has been going on since
Christmas 1998.

Last month, four Christian missionaries
who were distributing Bibles and religious
pamphlets were beaten severely by militant
Hindu fundamentalists. The beating was so
severe that one of the victims may lose his
arms and legs. In April, Hindu fundamental-
ists affiliated with the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, a pro-fascist organiza-
tion that is the parent organization of the
ruling Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP), at-
tacked a Christian group and burned biblical
literature. In March, a Sikh family saved a
group of nuns whose convent had come under
attack from Hindu fundamentalists. On
Easter, a group of nuns who were going to
Easter services were run down by Hindu fun-
damentalists on motor scooters.

Churches have been burned, prayer halls
and Christian schools have been destroyed,
nuns have been raped, and priests have been
murdered by the militant Hindu nationalists
advocating ‘‘Hindutva,’’ a Hindu culture, so-
ciety and nation. Hindu fundamentalists
chanting ‘‘Victory to hannuman,’’ a Hindu
god, burned missionary Graham Staines and
his two sons, ages 8 and 10, to death while
they slept in their Jeep. The Indian govern-
ment, led by the Hindu nationalist BJP, has
not taken action to punish the persons re-
sponsible for any of these atrocities.

Christians are the primary targets of the
militant Hindu nationalists, but they are not
the only ones who are suffering. In March, 35
Sikhs were murdered in the village of Chithi
Singhpora in Kashmir. India promptly
blamed Kashmiri ‘‘militants’’ and killed five
Kashmiris, claiming that they were respon-
sible. However, two independent investiga-
tions have established clearly that the In-

dian government’s counterinsurgency forces
carried out this massacre. India has since ad-
mitted that the five Kashmiris the govern-
ment killed were innocent.

The Sikhs who were murdered in Chithi
Singhpora join more than 250,000 Sikhs who
have been murdered by the Indian govern-
ment, according to ‘‘The Politics of Geno-
cide,’’ by Inderjit Singh Jaijee. In addition,
the Indian government has killed more than
200,000 Christians in Nagaland, more than
70,000 Kashmiri Muslims and tens of thou-
sands of Assamese, Manipuris, Tamils, Dalits
(the dark-skinned ‘‘untouchables,’’ the ab-
original people of South Asia) and others.
Tens of thousands of Sikhs are rotting in In-
dian jails as political prisoners without
charge or trial.

This is nothing less than a campaign of
terror designed to wipe out minority peoples
and nations from the Indian subcontinent
and achieve hegemony in South Asia. The
United States should declare India a ter-
rorist state because of these ongoing atroc-
ities. It also should cut off American aid and
trade to India and openly declare its support
for self-determination for the minority peo-
ples and nations of South Asia through an
internationally supervised plebiscite on the
question of independence. If India wants to
be seen as a democratic nation and a major
world power, it will stop its reign of terror
against its minorities and allow them to ex-
ercise their democratic rights. Until then,
America must hold India’s feet to the fire.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KEN LUCAS
OF KENTUCKY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2000

Mr. LUCAS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, be-
cause of unexpected storms, my airplane was
delayed and I was unable to make the first
two rollcall votes on Monday, July 10.

Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote number 373 and ‘‘nay’’
on rollcall vote number 374.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN S. TANNER
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2000

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, last night my
plane, Northwest Flight #858, was delayed in
Memphis and I missed Rollcall votes 373–378.
If I had been present, I would have voted as
follows: Coburn—Roll Call Vote 373—No;
Royce—Roll Call Vote 374—No; Crowley—
Roll Call Vote 375—Yes; Royce—Roll Call
Vote 376—No; Coburn—Roll Call Vote 377—
Yes; and Sanford—Roll Call Vote 378—No.
f

PERSONNAL EXPLANATION

HON. BARBARA LEE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2000

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall no. 373,
Coburn amendment—no; 374, Royce amend-
ment—no; 375, Crowley amendment—yes;
376, Chabot amendment—no; 377, Coburn

amendment—yes; and 378, Sanford amend-
ment—no.
f

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-
ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2001

SPEECH OF

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 10, 2000

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 4461) making ap-
propriations for Agriculture, Rural Develop-
ment, Food and Drug Administration, and
Related Agencies programs for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2001, and for other
purposes:

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Chairman, I rise in
strong support of the Brown-Waxman-Slaugh-
ter amendment. My generation remembers all
too clearly the scourge of infectious diseases.
When we were children, surviving to adoles-
cence could be a major challenge. Children
ran a gauntlet of potentially fatal diseases
against which doctors had few, if any, effective
weapons—influenza, pneumonia, measles,
and tuberculosis, to name just a few. For
some of us, we relived those fears again with
our children. I know that with my three daugh-
ters, I breathed a sigh of relief when each
summer ended and they had again escaped
contracting polio.

With the discovery of antibiotics, the world
of health and medicine was transformed. Anti-
biotics were nothing short of a miracle. Just a
few doses could banish these terrifying dis-
eases from our and our children’s lives, allow-
ing the nation to become dramatically healthier
in the space of scarcely a decade. Modern
medicine had triumphed over disease, rel-
egating these terrors to the medical history
books.

Or so we thought. Today we know dif-
ferently. Infectious disease microorganisms
have evolved over millennia, and they can be
ingenious in ensuring their own survival. The
advent of antibiotics dealt them a setback, but
only a temporary one. After only a few dec-
ades these microbes are showing us just how
quickly they can adapt and render themselves
impervious to some or all of the antibiotics in
our health care arsenal.

As a former microbiologist, I am keenly
aware of the critical challenge posed by anti-
microbial resistance. In fact, I wrote my mas-
ter’s thesis on the misuse of penicillin. Many
factors are currently contributing to anti-
microbial resistance: overprescription of anti-
biotics, individuals’ failure to take all their
medication, lack of handwashing and proper
hygiene, and the increased ability of people—
and therefore microbes—to travel around the
globe quickly. Just as this problem is multi-fac-
eted, so must any solution be.

This amendment seeks to address one crit-
ical component of that problem: the use of
antibiotics to boost livestock growth and pro-
duction. Decades ago, farmers discovered that
the use of antibiotics at very low levels caused
animals to grow faster and bigger. The
amount of antibiotics used were too low to
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